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Dear King Famil ies,

This week, Mrs. Cooper and I had the
pleasure of attending a MEMSPA
((Michigan Elementary and Middle
School Principals Association)
conference on Social Emotional
Learning.  The content was based on the
research that social emotional learning
has a positive impact on students'
educational experience, as well as on
their life after school. 
 
It was validating to see how much of our
work around Responsive Classroom is in
line with supporting students' social
emotional health.  Additionally, the work
we do on relationship building is key in
setting up students for a positive learning
environment. 

When we focus on social emotional
health, some of the gains include: 
 

better social emotional skills
improved attitudes about self, others
and school
positive classroom behavior
gains on achievement tests
fewer behavioral issues
less emotional stress

 
 
All the best,
Heather



UPCOMING
EVENTS:

 
 

Mon. Nov. 4th - PTO Meeting 6:30
pm, Media Center     *Child care
available for   school-aged children!
Mon. Nov. 4th - Common
Conference Night
Tues. Nov. 5th - No School: Election
Day
 

Help Our Safeties!
 

Our student safeties are told to let the
traffic go and hold the students back until

it's clear. Some drivers have been
stopping and honking at the safeties

telling them to let the students go. This
has caused some confusion on the part

of the students. We ask that you
continue the normal flow of traffic and let

the safeties determine when it's clear
and at that point to let the students pass. 

 
Thank you!

 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
We hope this email finds you well and
enjoying this fall weather!  The PTO has a
couple upcoming events that we'd like to
promote.  First is the next PTO meeting on
Monday, November 4th.  It will take place
in the media center at 6:30pm and King
Care is available for all school aged
children.  Additionally, the PTO and King
parents provide dinner for teachers on the
evening of November 4, as teachers will be
holding parent/teacher conferences.  We
encourage you sign up to help out with
event! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30
e0f49adac29abfd0-king1 Lastly, don't
forget to join us for the next Bagel Friday,
on Friday, November 8th.  If you ordered
Bagel Bucks at the beginning of the year,
you can pick them up that morning!
 
Best Regards,
Leslie Calhoun & Jen McNamara
PTO co-presidents



Dear Families,
 
As part of the Ann Arbor Public School’s commitment to student safety, every school in the district is
instituting a new visitor management check-in system at the main entrance greeter desk or in the
front office.
 
To help us keep track of who is in our schools during the school day we ask that you present your
identification, either a driver’s license or identification card, when you visit the school. If you don’t
have an identification card the Office Professional or Community Assistant at the high schools will
assist you. Once you have presented your identification the first time you will be in the system and
will no longer need to present your ID for future visits. This is true for visits to other AAPS schools as
well.
 
The system creates a visitor badge for you to wear while you are visiting the school. Please
remember to check out at the office or desk where the badge was issued upon completion of your
visit.
 
The visitor management system also checks your identification against the national sex offender data
base. 
 
The benefits of a visitor management system for our schools includes:
 

Up-to-date information about who is in our schools, where they are and the time they entered,
especially important during any type of emergency drill or actual emergency situation.

 
Creates customized visitor badges with photos to easily identify visitors, contractors, volunteers,
parents.

 
 Provides instant and accurate screening off the national sex offender registry and custom alerts
for custody restrictions, banned visitors, etc.

 
While the district must comply with the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), the
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) and the Children’s Internet Protection
Act (CIPA), due diligence was conducted to ensure visitor’s Personal Identifiable Information (PPI) is
secure.
 
Note that the cost for the selected system comes as part of the Michigan State Police School
Security grant that AAPS received, the second largest grant award in the state.
 
We are pleased to provide another layer of security for our students and staff during the school day.
 
Thank you,
Mary & Heather
 



2019 Bond Proposal
 
The 2019 Bond Proposal includes upgrades designed to enhance safety and
security for students, staff, and the community. Learn more about these
proposed changes here: https://tinyurl.com/y6335khv 
 
Learn all about the proposal from our new Informational Video:
https://www.a2schools.org/2019bond during the Ann Arbor Public Schools
Facebook Live event on Wednesday, October 30th at noon, and at the
Westerman Preschool and Family Center on Friday, November 1st at 8:30 AM.
More information including a video of the presentation and a schedule of
additional meetings is available at a2schools.org/2019 bond.

Media Center Volunteer Opportunities
 

Technology Maintenance
 
We are fortunate to have an abundance of shared technology at King!  Help us maintain these valuable resources
by: 
 

cleaning screens, keyboards, laptops 

 
King Library
 
Our students love to read and we check in hundreds of books each day in the library.  Help us keep up with this
demand by:
 

Sorting and shelving books, checking in books, shelf reading and cleaning 
 
 
Please contact Mrs. Burrill if you are interested in either of these opportunities. 
 
burrillk@aaps.k12.mi.us

https://www.a2schools.org/2019bond


King Learning Garden
 

It’s that time of year  - when the weather changes and we prepare the King Learning Garden for
winter. This fall, every class was able to participate in hands-on learning in the garden that
coordinated with their classroom work. Thank you to all the teachers for working to connect
these lessons - parts of a seed/plant, plant life cycles, decomposition/composting, habitats,

measuring, and more. 
 

 Thank you to the many King families that volunteered during the summer to keep the garden
growing until the kids returned in the fall. This year was a tough growing season for many due

to the wet spring and unusually dry summer. Many of our seeds were washed away from harsh
rains hours after planting. Our watermelon and cantaloupe bed, which normally produces

enough watermelon for a school-wide tasting, produced nothing! However, we were able to
produce an impressive fall harvest. The students returned to a full garden - lettuce, radishes,

nasturtium (edible flowers!), beets, turnips, broom corn, onion, eggplant, zucchini, ground
cherries, okra, tomatoes, purple basil, butternut squash, lemongrass, amaranth, and mint. 

 
 October is Farm-to-School Month and we were able to enjoy two fresh, garden tastings.

Families were invited into the KLG during Harvest Moon Festival to build their own Autumn
Harvest salads. Also, the KLG Committee partnered with Chartwells Food Service to provide a
mint tasting featuring mint from the KLG - raspberry mint lemonade, avocado mint pudding, and

mint, quinoa & cucumber salad. Thank you to all the student volunteers, parent volunteers,
Robyn & Nancy for making this happen!

 
We look forward to spring when we are able to start a new growing season - and learning

adventure. The students will use the greenhouse to start seeds before transplanting them into
the ground when the warm sun returns. Watch for more opportunities to volunteer when we

begin planning for the 2020-2021 season!
 

Click here to read more on AAPS commitment to school gardening:
https://www.facebook.com/215241525225200/posts/2474420362640627?sfns=mo

 
Like the ‘@King Learning Garden’ Facebook page to view more photos of our accomplishments

and upcoming events. 


